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He altered the "business" of Richard in two instances
in this revival. One was to omit the opening soliloquy
"Now is the winter of our discontent." Up to this time
he had a significant effect with the prayer-book when he
enters between two monks on the gallery at the head of
the stairs before the crown is offered him in Crosby
Palace. The Lord Mayor calls attention to him in this
line: "See, where he stands between two clergymen!"
and Buckingham continues:

Two props of virtue for a Christian prince,
To stay him from the fall of vanity:
And, see, a book of prayer in his hand,
True ornaments to know a holy man.

Gloster's attention appears to be piously riveted on the
prayer-book, but the moment the others shift their glance
he turns the prayer-book around. It pointed the Duke's
hypocrisy neatly.

At supper, one evening, after the play, some one re-
marked on the cleverness of the point. "Mere business,"
replied Mansfield. "Any one could make that point.
There is no acting required." The next time he played
the part he put all the hypocrisy in his manner, he acted
it, and omitted the "business" of the upside-down prayer-
book, nor did he ever restore it.

His Richard performance lasted from eight o'clock until
half-past eleven. "Yet," he wrote me, "papers complain
that my version is a merciless 'cut* from the original text.
I am thinking of adding this note to my advertisements:
'On Saturday evening, the 28th, the entire tragedy of
"Richard III," by William Shakespeare, will be presented
by Richard Mansfield and his company. The parts will
be read. The performance will commence at 7.45 sharpin this character. It was the only time in his
